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Dean Petersen Elementary School
Alexa Ching
Social Issues
•

History
•
•
•
•

Title I school
Receives funds from the
government
Located in a highly
impoverished community
Students are exposed to
violence, abuse, gang activity,
hunger, and more

Purpose
• To educate their students by
using a trauma-informed
approach that allows students to
be vulnerable to learning new
information and provide a safe
space

Current State
• Poverty and violence have a direct effect on the education system
• There is an inequality gap, poverty gap, and achievement gap

Ideal State
•
•
•

•
•

Social Change Paradigm
They use a special approach to
teach students to open up to
create a learning environment
and build relationships (Morton)

Significant reduction in the inequality gap, poverty gap, and
achievement gap
Schools should be funded and supported in same ways
Education should be equitable and accessible so students can
escape poverty cycle

Dean Petersen Approach
•
•

Use trauma-informed approach to teaching
Reach out to their community for support

My Approach
•

Community Service
Paradigm

Poverty, Violence, and Education are addressed through the
trauma-informed approach they provide

•

Actively participate in voting to elect candidates who advocate for
equality in education
Continue to volunteer to slowly start making a difference
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Service-Learning
Experience
• Assisted Ms. Malley with her
classroom and students
• Experience itself was rewarding
• Reassured my desire to become an
elementary school
• I expected the students to be shy,
but they were very welcoming

Making a Difference
• I am passionate about giving back
to my community and learning
more about the organization
• My service has helped improve
students’ education
• Professionally I learned I am in the
right major at UNLV
• Personally, I have learned I love
volunteering and working with kids
• Change includes support for
students’ education to help them
escape poverty cycle

